
Parents and Students, 
Take a moment to read about how Science Fair projects will be graded and selected for participation in our school level 
judging event that will take place Wednesday, December 5th, during our school wide STEAM KNIGHT. 
 
Science Fair Project Grading 

•         All Science Teachers will grade student projects using the same grading rubric.  
•         The rubric will be used to grade all three components of the project the Project Board, the Data Notebook, and 

the Research Notebook.  
o   Optionally an Oral Presentation may be a part of the grade as well.   

•         Grades will be determined according to the rubric only. 
 

Choosing Projects to participate in STEAM Knight as well as the Ying Expo (county level fair) 
•         Please note that not all of the projects turned in for grading will be displayed on STEAM Knight. 
•         Only Top Projects as determined by teachers will be displayed on STEAM Knight. 

o   Teachers have been instructed to pick their top 5 – 7 projects to go to the School Science Fair – STEAM 
Knight (see the explanation of a top project below).  

•         Students of the top projects will be notified by Friday that their projects will be displayed and judged for our 
school level fair which is December, 5th during our STEAM Knight. 
 

o   What Constitutes a “Top” Project? 
  A “Top” project is one that is judged as being unique, creative, and competitive at higher levels. 

This includes projects that may not have earned an A grade. It is important to remember that 
just because a project earned an “A” does not mean it meets the caliber of project needed to 
compete at the district level.  

•         Explanation 1 – why an “A” project might not be chosen: 
o   A project that has been done well and has all the parts will earn an A.   
o   However, this project may be a one that has been done many times, by many 

other students and/or may lack unique and creative thought, such as observing 
what happens when Mentos mints are placed in a carbonated drink or testing 
the strength of paper towels.   

o   Though the science is done correctly, this type of project will not earn recognition 
at higher levels of competition. 

•         Explanation 2 – Why a Project with a lower grade (B) might be chose for judging. 
o   An experiment that is thoughtful, creative, or unique in some way, may have 

earned a grade lower than an A, but because it has potential to compete at the 
County – Ying Expo – Science Fair, we will work with a student to bring the 
project up to the competitive level that is needed.  

o   For example,  complex topics such as a project that examines the type of wildlife 
that is common in their neighborhood or seeks to find out which gender follows 
traffic rules may have parts missing from the rubric, which result in point 
deductions. Another example might be a board that was not done correctly, but 
the project has real scientific merit. 

o   These types of projects would be competitive and possibly earn the student 
recognition at higher levels. 

  
Who Goes to Ying Expo? 
There are 13 categories into which projects are entered.  
The First Place in each of our school level event’s categories will go to the Ying Expo. 
 


